THE    AMERICAN    PR E S I D E N T S
when the time came that intelligent planning was needed
in order to keep the country prosperous, trouble began.
By the end of the century, a farmer's revolt and a labourer's
revolt had appeared. These revolts found political expres-
sion in the Progressive Movement, which, for a few years,
improved the moral tone of politics, but which came to
nothing because It, too, was without a plan. It was too
late to revive the America of Adams, or of Calhoun,
or of Lincoln; and the formless plutocracy could not be
made a good thing merely by honest administration. Yet
the Progressives had no new, thought-out vision of an
organized state. So their Movement died, and Harding
became President,
At the beginning of this third period, there were about
thirty-four million people in the United States; when
Harding died, in 1923, there were a hundred and twenty-
four million. In the decade between 1870 and 18 80, there
were almost three million immigrants to the United States;
in the next decade there were over five million. Then
immigration dropped to below four million; but it rose to
seven and three-quarter million between 1900 and 1910.
The World War then intervened; and after the War the
United States turned to a policy of immigration restriction,
and soon to what was virtually a policy of exclusion. It was
high time, for large sections of the country were polyglot
and without the semblance of social or cultural unity.